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Who is the Greatest in the Kingdom of God?
Matthew 18:1-6
 
Intro:
1.  This question was asked 3 times by the Lord’s disciples.
a.  In 
Lk 9:46-48
, right after the transfiguration, when Jesus announced His crucifixion.
b.  Here in 
Matt 18
, after they had arrived in Capernaum from the transfiguration.
c.  In 
Matt 20:20-28 
when James & John’s mom lobbies the Lord for special positions for her sons in His 
kingdom.
2.  So - what is the Lord’s answer to this very important question?
 
I. v3 - The One Who is Willing to be Converted
A.  
Change
 (
στρέφω
) = to turn around, to change your life, so - to commit your life to a different Lord.
1.  The lord of the world’s ways is Satan.
a.  
Mk 8:33 - But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind 
me, Satan!” he said. “
You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men
.” 
b.  
Lk 4:5-7 - 
The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms 
of the world. And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor, 
for it has 
been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to
. So if you worship me, it will all be 
yours.”
 
2.  The way of the world is to seek greatness.
a.  By dominating others. 
ILL: Absalom prepared chariots to ride in & 50 men to run in front of 
him
 (
II Sam 15:1
).
b.  By seeking power & admiration. 
ILL: The Tower of Babel was built to make a name for them-
selves
 (
Gen 11:1-9
).
B.  God’s plan for conversion to Him.
1.  Recognize that you are lost.
2.  Realize that because of the cross you can be found.
3.  Trust Lord Jesus to provide the salvation He promised. That’s faith!
4.  Desire to commit your life to Him. That’s repentance!
5.  Make this commitment known publically through your Good Confession & your baptism.
6.  Through the power of God’s Holy Spirit begin to walk with the Lord daily & grow spiritually. Develop 
the habit of Bible study, fellowship & prayer!
 
II.  v4 - The One Who is Willing to Be as Humble as a Child
A.  Lord Jesus said a child should be your example; not childish, but child like!
1.  Being childish is being:
a.  Gullible & easily deceived.
b.  Short sighted by choosing what will bring immediate satisfaction.
c.  Selfish & needing continual discipline.
d.  Immature & lacking responsibility.
2.  Being child like. Look at a typical 6 year old!
a.  They are willing servants.
b.  They recognize their position in the family chain of command.
c.  They are humble.
B.  God’s word tells us how to be humble!
1.  
Rom 12:3 - 
Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought
,  but rather think of yourself with 
sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.
2.  
Gal 6:3 - If anyone thinks 
he is something when he is nothing
, he deceives himself. 
3.  
Matt 23:12  -  For whoever exalts himself  will be humbled,  and 
whoever humbles himself  will be 
exalted
.
 
)

III.  v5-6 - The One Who is Willing to Give Himself to Others
A.  v5 - Whoever welcomes someone welcomes the Lord.
	1.  ILL: The Sheep & the Goats (Matt 25:31-46).
	2.  Welcome (δέχομαι) = receive or show hospitality.
	3.  This implies taking a certain amount of responsibility for them.
		a.  When you receive a guest, either a friend or a stranger, it implies responsibility.
		b.  When you bear or adopt a child - you take responsibility for them.
		c.  The greatest earthly example must be caring for a special child. ILL: “Welcoming a Special 			Child”.
B.  v6 - Whenever you place a stumbling block in the way of someone seeking a spiritual life & turn them off, 	you’re in big trouble with the Lord!
	1.  The millstone/drowning practice was capitol punishment in Syria & Greece during this time.
	2.  So - the implication here is God’s wrath, spiritual death, eternal punishment.
	3.  ILL: The church’s rejection of the prostitute!

 (
Read: Matthew 18:1-6
May 6—Tuesday
WELCOMING A "SPECIAL CHILD"
And whosoever shall receive one such little child
in my name receiveth me.
Matthew 18:5
S
OMETIMES the Lord sees fit to allow babies to enter this world who will always remain mentally imma
ture or be physically handicapped. Although these little ones pose many problems, they must still be wel
comed with thanksgiving. God will richly reward Chris
tian parents for meeting such a challenge with grace and sympathetic devotion.
An anonymous author, exercising his imagination and poetic license, has written a touching verse entitled 
"Heaven's Very Special Child." "A meeting was held quite far from earth./ 'It's time again for another birth;/  The angels said to the Lord above,/ 'This dear little child  will need much Ιove7FTis progress on earth may be quite  slow,/ Accomplishments great he may not show/ A_nd he will require some extra care/ From the folks he meets on earth down there./ He may never run or laugh or play;/ 
His thou ghtsmaasseem odd 
and far away./ In 
various 
ways he won't adapt,/ ΑndTie will be known as handi
capped./ Please, Lord, find some parents for this child/ Who'ILdo this good work as unto You./ They'll not un
derstand it right away—/ The difficult role You'd have them ρlaγ7 But with this dear child sent from above/ Comes strength and new faith and richer love./ And soon  they will know the 
priv'kge 
giv'n/ To care for this gift that's straight from Heav'n./ This precious young charge
so meek and mild! Will alwa s rem '
child!'" 
Christian, if God in His wisdom has counted you worthy of such a trust, receive that little one 
the way you would
personally welcome the Savior!
—
Η. 
G. B. 
If there has come into your home 
A babe that needs much special care, 
Receive with love thatlitt!e one 
As if God sent the Christ-child there.
—Bosch
THOT: 
Real love is helping  someone for Jesus' sake who can never return the favor!
) “The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’  - Matthew 25:40!
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